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In the exhibition of “The Power and The Piety”, we chose a photo that we 

found to be extremely interesting. This photo represents  a man and a woman 

situated beside a tree, and in this tree there is  a representation of a serpent 

holding an apple in its mouth. Surrounding the couple, there lie various circles 

containing names familiar to anyone who has studied the Bible. It was evident 

upon immediately viewing the photo that it depicts the relationship between 

Adam and Eve. When we surveyed the names of the characters surrounding the 

pair with closer attention, we realized that the image depicted the original 

genealogy and the descendants of Adam and Eve. This  particular genealogical 

depiction begins with God above, followed by Adam and Eve, and continues 

with the following seven generations. This photo is  derived from the Bible of 

King James, which was published in the year 1611. 

The Bible of King James comes from a translation of the Latin Bible, 

which is called the Vulgata. This  original translation was translated by Saint 

Jerome and formed the base of the Catholic Bible when it was commissioned 

for the King in the year 1604. This particular version of the genealogy of Adam 

and Eve from the Bible of King James is only one of three existing versions. It 

comes from the Jewish Masoretic texts. The second version of the original 

genealogy is called the “Seventieth” and comes from the Greeks. The third and 

final version of the original genealogy comes also from the Jews and is called 

the Samaritan Pentateuch.
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This image of Adam and Eve and the original genealogy in general was 

extremely important to people in the Middle Ages for a multitude of reasons. 

This particular genealogy holds the utmost importance, since it is the basis  of 

the original lineage of the entire human race. At the least, this  was the general 

opinion of all religious people living during the time of the Middle Ages. 

Christians during this  age were able to follow the line from God and have some 

sort of justification for answering such questions like the age of the Earth and 

the birth of the human race.

This type of genealogy or record of ancestry was extremely common 

during the Middle Ages. The meaning of one’s name and ancestors held 

incredible importance, especially the feudal age. In medieval times, inheritances 

were dependant on parents and ancestors. Commoners and nobles alike had 

much interest in the familial history and blood lines, as genealogy established 

one’s right to power and land ownership. The study of genealogy began to be 

incredibly popular when a noble or someone extremely powerful would pass, 

and lineage experts were consulted to decide who would be next in line to 

inherit the possessions and throne of the deceased. Clearly at that time, the 

study of lineage was not an exact science, and thus it was a chance for devious 

persons to seek out power that didn’t actually belong to them. Lineages can 

traverse through many generations and in many cases in the Middle Ages, it was 

vital to be able to trace your family line. For example, an Irish noble in the 

Middle Ages was once able to trace his lineage past seven generations on his 

masculine side during any given introduction. Naming this many generations 

was a manner of eliminating doubt and demonstrating true nobility during 

these times. In medieval Scotland, one noble clan housed a specific type of 

historian that was known as  a Sennachie. The duties of the Sennachie were to 

investigate, maintain, and recite the genealogy of the entire clan.
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Nobility in the Middle Ages would sit for hours listening to recitations  of 

certain members of its lines. These recitations also consisted of tales and the 

reenacting of certain actions of members of the families or clans, especially 

stories of how the lineage was passed through generations. It was very common 

for members of nobility to be able to trace their families all the way to royal 

roots. Everyone at this time desired to be able to prove that their bloodlines 

traced directly to nobility and especially to kings, and nobles often used such 

genealogy to give legitimacy and respectability to their power.

 The importance of a name is a recurring theme in the literature of 

medieval times. Some examples  live in the history of the War of the Roses in 

England, where many disputes were awoken between noble families, such as 

the house of Lancaster and the house of York. These two houses disputed over 

which had the rights to the royal throne of England. In pondering the 

importance of names and bloodlines in these times, one must be reminded of 

those who did not have enough legitimate genealogy to be able to trace their 

lines. An example of this in medieval times was the bastards who were not 

allowed to use the names of their fathers. Bastards were not considered to 

pertain to the bloodlines  of their parents. For this, they were not allowed to 

inherit either land or power from their ancestors. The story of Enrique, fi de 

Oliva is an example of this situation.

Think about this: The first thing you do when you meet someone is share 

your name. In everyday life, it is  necessary to present yourself, before anything, 

with your name, where you’re from, and which family you were born into. This 

is  just as strong in Spanish culture, and above all, in European culture.  

Nowadays counts, dukes, and nobility still exist in Spain. These ancient 

genealogical lines continue today just as they continued in the days of yore, and 

in many cases they continue to be just as strong as they were then. A difference 
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between what occurred in the past is that in the Middle Ages, like we 

mentioned before, bastards were not considered to pertain to parental lineage. 

A bastard would not receive a surname and was not considered to be a 

legitimate part of the family, and thus, did not receive the same rights  and 

privileges as did the rest of the direct family. In fact, in this  time it was more 

widely acceptable to have a child be of family blood and be incapable mentally 

– a child of incest – than to have a bastard child.

Enrique, fi de Oliva, although it is a tale about a knight, it is believed to 

have been influenced by the protagonist of Don Quixote, which was also a story 

about a bastard cowboy. In this  story, we learn of a noble family. It began with a 

“duke from La Rocha, who was a loyal vassal of great lineage and great power.” 

It is vital that the story begin with this declaration, because it puts emphasis on 

the importance of lineages and bloodlines in the story.

In the story, the duke of La Rocha was married to Doña Oliva, the sister 

of the king. The traitor Tomillas pointed out falsely that Oliva had relations with 

another man, and as a result of this, a son named Enrique was born. Without 

having been married to one another, this son was considered to be a bastard 

son. All his life was  a struggle; he was not able to share his surname with his 

father, and he was considered a pariah of the family. So, as a bastard child 

would have wanted, Enrique desired to rise above this stereotype. He wanted to 

make something of his life. One night, the angel Saint Gabriel came to visit 

Enrique and asked him to complete a mission: “Enrique… wake up and listen 

to what I tell you… God wants that you serve him and that you go to Ultramar. 

And you will win Vera Cruz and the Moors will be in power. And you will win 

Jerusalem, and Tripoli, and Acre, and Jafa, and Tabia, and the River Jordan, and 

the lands in Syria.” So, if Enrique were to complete this mission, he could 

possibly overcome the stigmas attached to being a bastard son, and perhaps 
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become a hero in his own country. Naturally, he led his  army to defeat the 

Moors and was victorious battle after battle. Finally, he arrived at Santa Cruz 

and conquered the majestic city. As an incredible leader, Enrique eventually 

received the honor of being a noble, after converting himself into a real knight. 

In pursuit of being a true knight, it is clear that Henry exceeded being a bastard 

child. The issue continues to be that many other bastards who would have been 

considered royals in this time, had they been born out of wedlock, did not have 

the same opportunities that Enrique did.

Although to be a bastard child had a stigma during medieval times, there 

were ways of overcoming this stigma. Just like in the story of Enrique, fi de 

Oliva, there are many real life situations that have exemplified this story. One 

example of this is the story of the famous Juan de Austria, a name that is well-

known throughout all of Spain. Juan de Austria was the illegitimate son of the 

Holy Roman Emperor Charles V in the 16th century. Juan didn’t know that he 

was of royal blood until he finally met his older brother Felipe, the heir to the 

throne. Felipe treated Juan well, and gave him some of his inheritance, but Juan 

could not be called “Your highness,” like the rest of the family, and instead had 

to be called “Your Excellency.” Although he didn’t have the same rights as the 

rest of his family, Felipe called him his brother and treated him as such. Later in 

his life, Juan de Austria fought next to his brother against the Turks during the 

War of Cyprus. He fought valiantly and was considered a war hero, and he led a 

successful military life. As a result of this, he gained more respect, especially the 

respect of his older brother. He held positions of regional power later in life, 

and died nobly. When he was a child, Juan de Austria had not a shred of 

respect. As an adult, he had to earn it. 

Another example of Spanish lineage lives  in the house of King Carlos IV. 

Even though this past of the royal family lived after the Middle Ages, it is 
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important to explain and draw attention to the magnitude of genealogy and 

bloodlines in all of the Spanish eras. The story of the family of King Carlos IV 

was one of public embarrassment, one that was plagued with scandals and even 

more amplified by the famous paintings of the royal family done by Francisco 

de Goya. In Goya's  painting, which is provided at the end of this document, you 

can view the entire royal family. In this time, paintings created by artists like 

Goya were painted using one member of the royal family at a time, as posing for 

the paintings could become somewhat arduous. As a result, members of the 

family generally did not get a chance to see the finished product until the final 

revelation. In the case of this painting in particular, Goya inserted various 

bastard children that belonged to Queen María Luisa. Goya did this in order to 

embarrass the  king and  demonstrate that he was a very weak  and powerless 

leader, and it worked incredibly well. Goya revealed the scandal of the bastard 

children of Queen María Luisa to show the weaknesses of Carlos IV through 

the power of this portrait. Not one member of the royal family accepted this 

portrait. Needless to say, Goya was never asked to paint another portrait of the 

royal family in his life after this. 

Nowadays in Spain, the royal family is respected and admired, and the 

masses follow their lives religiously. But with this comes gossip. The Dukes of 

Alba de Tormes are an incredible example of this. Their family is well-known 

and famous throughout all of Spain, and their lives are followed by both the 

public and the paparazzi. Although they are respected, there are scandals within 

the family. Recently it was discovered that there was a bastard daughter in the 

line of Alba, and the scandal is still running rampant through the streets of 

Sevilla. Whether true or not, this scandal continues to affect the royal family, 

and the scandal of a bastard child can ruin the integrity of a family member. In 
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addition, the poor girl, who cannot be blamed for the adultery her parents 

committed, must have lived with that damaging stigma her entire life.

By considering the genealogy in medieval times, and tracing it from the 

beginning of the human race (in religious terms), one can understand the real 

meaning of bloodlines. Since the beginning of the monarchies, countries have 

resolved their differences by combining their family lines. In the noble families 

from every corner of Europe, their lineages could be traced since the beginning 

of royalty in any given country. The states of the country and commoners have 

always been determined by whoever continues the bloodline. The destiny of the 

world was in their hands.

El poder y la piedad / The Power and the Piety

www.poderypiedad.weebly.com 
7

http://www.poderypiedad.weebly.com
http://www.poderypiedad.weebly.com


Bibliography

Cervantes, Miguel De. "Enrique, Fi De Oliva." Centro Virtual Cervantes. Web. 20 

Mar. 2012. http://cvc.cervantes.es/obref/fi/edicion/pag01.htm.

"Charles IV And His Family." Francisco De Goya. Web. 29 Mar. 2012. 

http://www.franciscodegoya.net/Charles-IV-And-His-Family.html.

"Children in the Middle Ages." Medieval Times History. Web. 26 Mar. 2012.

http://www.medievaltimes.info/medieval-life-and-society/children-in-the-

middle-ages.html.

"European Monarch Genealogy." Royal Genealogy. Web. 26 Mar. 2012. 

 http://www.monarchgenealogy.com/.

"Family of Charles IV." Francisco De Goya. Web. 29 Mar. 2012. 

http://eeweems.com/goya/family_charles_iv.html.

"King James Bible Online." King James Bible Online. Web. 26 Mar. 2012. 

http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/.

Verbo, Eduardo. "La Hija Bastarda Del Duque De Alba." Vanitatis. Web. 29 Mar. 

2012. 

http://www.vanitatis.com/noticias/2011/bastarda-duque-alba-hija-

ilegitima-20110322-13456.html.

"Wars of the Roses." Wars of the Roses. Web. 26 Mar. 2012. 

El poder y la piedad / The Power and the Piety

www.poderypiedad.weebly.com 
8

http://cvc.cervantes.es/obref/fi/edicion/pag01.htm
http://cvc.cervantes.es/obref/fi/edicion/pag01.htm
http://www.franciscodegoya.net/Charles-IV-And-His-Family.html
http://www.franciscodegoya.net/Charles-IV-And-His-Family.html
http://www.medievaltimes.info/medieval-life-and-society/children-in-the-middle-ages.html
http://www.medievaltimes.info/medieval-life-and-society/children-in-the-middle-ages.html
http://www.medievaltimes.info/medieval-life-and-society/children-in-the-middle-ages.html
http://www.medievaltimes.info/medieval-life-and-society/children-in-the-middle-ages.html
http://www.monarchgenealogy.com/
http://www.monarchgenealogy.com/
http://eeweems.com/goya/family_charles_iv.html
http://eeweems.com/goya/family_charles_iv.html
http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/
http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/
http://www.vanitatis.com/noticias/2011/bastarda-duque-alba-hija-ilegitima-20110322-13456.html
http://www.vanitatis.com/noticias/2011/bastarda-duque-alba-hija-ilegitima-20110322-13456.html
http://www.vanitatis.com/noticias/2011/bastarda-duque-alba-hija-ilegitima-20110322-13456.html
http://www.vanitatis.com/noticias/2011/bastarda-duque-alba-hija-ilegitima-20110322-13456.html
http://www.poderypiedad.weebly.com
http://www.poderypiedad.weebly.com


http://www.warsoftheroses.com/.

"Don John of Austria." NNDB: Tracking the Entire World. Web. 29 Mar. 2012. 

http://www.nndb.com/people/856/000101553/.

El poder y la piedad / The Power and the Piety

www.poderypiedad.weebly.com 
9

http://www.warsoftheroses.com/
http://www.warsoftheroses.com/
http://www.nndb.com/people/856/000101553/
http://www.nndb.com/people/856/000101553/
http://www.poderypiedad.weebly.com
http://www.poderypiedad.weebly.com

