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 I chose the page of The Canterbury Tales. The caption mentioned how The 

Canterbury Tales was written during the time period of medieval Europe and included in 

the famous J.K. Rowling novel titled Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows. It was a great 

idea connecting modern time stories to a medieval one. It also reinforced the idea that 

morality is  viewed as life lessons, and eventually became the children's stories. The 

stories are very simple and realistic about people and how they should act. A perfect 

example of Spanish medieval literature, which is a part of this connection, is the moral 

tale of El Cid. The other story that relates to medieval time period is  The Hunchback of 

Notre Dame. Each of The Canterbury Tales have different plots than that of El Cid, but the 

structure and meaning that both contained in the time period are the same.

 

 El Cid was about a man who was an outcast of society who came back to do good 

again. In a way, he was glorified as a hero, like a Disney movie. The Golden Age of Spain 

was a time when people needed moral uplifting stories. El Cid was a well-known story of 

the time, and apparently still is. People need to be grounded, realizing that they are only 

human and only so much of things in life are in their power. These stories were creative 

outlets for artists to help spark creativity in society. It's hard to imagine that the creative 

works of art and would be without a period of transformation like this.

 The Canterbury Tales are all about power and control over life. In Harry Potter and 

the Deathly Hallows, the story has been simplified to the point where it made sense. 

Three brothers wanted to be immortal, but in reality, it is not an option. They had to face 

the fact that the power was not in full control and that death is a natural aspect of life. 

Too much of anything is  not good. There is no such thing as  moderation, which is 
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demonstrated in the text. It was  easier to understand the Canterbury Tales and its 

purpose, once one of the stories are broken down into a film. Seeing is believing and 

understanding helps. The life lessons that teach the stories  are the most important idea 

to consider, while in relation to the golden age of Spain. Across Europe, the idea was a 

trend. The only difference is that the authors and their location, but the stories with 

morals that all became children's  books are of this period. The stories went from being 

moral lessons of life to the ideals imprinted in the minds of children. It is much easier to 

change behavior when a person is young. As the saying goes, “it is difficult to teach an 

old dog new tricks.” It is transformed with time. Make the connection between power and 

mercy is relatively simple with El Cid and The Canterbury Tales.

 Religion is important in the Canterbury Tales, as the three brothers are studying to 

take the place of God as a powerful figure, which is not an option. In addition, the death 

of deception is something that only God is in control. Trying to gain control and power 

without being worthy is illogical. No one can be only God, and that is  what the author is 

conveying. Inculcate moral logic, humble people who are thirsty for power. Religious 

beliefs are also a factor in El Cid. Catholicism is very prominent in the golden age of 

Spain and appears in all moral stories. Religious basis is  important at this time, because 

it was where people derive the meaning of life. People kept religion and supported him. 

Moral stories incorporated these beliefs.

 Power and piety are important themes of medieval Europe. They were a big part of 

the formation of larger powers in Europe and the development of music, art, science and 

other creative outlets. Spain followed the trends set by England and Italy, taking classes 

in architecture and literature. In essence, all European nations develop at the same speed 

because they are so close and they are all derived from one another. Like the video in 

Spanish 301, all creative work is derived from an idea from another person. In this case, 

these nations and how they play follow the leader in innovative periods.
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It is  interesting that J.K. Rowling decided to incorporate a well-known title of medieval 

literature in a novel with a moral lesson relevant in his  last book of Harry Potter. 

 

 Everyone has heard of the Canterbury Tales, but not many know that comprised of 

many stories with many lessons. Many books have tried to copy these stories with 

different characters and plots, but with the same meaning. The Canterbury Tales title is 

well known, like El Cid. It might be more on the name the real moral at this  time. In 

today's culture, moral stories are children's books, not stories for adults and that adults 

do not take seriously considered or analyzed. Many people thought J.K. Rowling had 

invented the story of Harry Potter and use their own ideas, but he was actually using the 

ideas of another person. In fact, she took the story of Canterbury Tales short and used it 

as his  own, without crediting the original author. All creative work is derivative, in which 

case, no idea is  completely original and credit should be given to those who contributed 

their work.

Sources

“All Creative Work is Derivative”

h t t p : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?

v=jcvd5JZkUXY&list=WL2C9A5B4CBAAB90DF&feature=mh_lolz

“Harry Potter and the Tale of the Three Brothers”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bN1_h_eGitE

The Pardoner’s Tale 

http://classiclit.about.com/library/bl-etexts/gchaucer/bl-gchau-can-pard.htm

La Pelicula: El Cid

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0054847/
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